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European Patent Office

Procedural patent harmonisation – IP5 PHEP 
 IP5 PHEP

– established in 2012
– promote alignment of practices among the IP5
– impetus provided by IP5 Industry  
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European Patent Office

Procedural patent harmonisation – IP5 PHEP 
 Industry IP5 Harmonisation Topics List, September 2013

1. Methodology for Applying non-obviousness / Inventive Step 
2. Citation of prior art (KIPO/USPTO) 
3. Unity of invention (EPO/CNIPA) 
4. Written description and sufficiency of disclosure (JPO) 
5. Claim Drafting and Structure
6. Patent Assignment and License Recordal
7. Claim Interpretation
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European Patent Office

Procedural patent harmonisation – IP5 PHEP 
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Future work of PHEP 
 Industry IP5 remains interested in the work of the PHEP 

 Focus on procedural issues 

 IP5 PHEP “lessons learned”

− acknowledge constraints, e.g. nature of harmonisation work and 
availability of resources 

 Set realistic, manageable goals 

− topics clearly defined 
− meaningful, achievable results 
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Future work of PHEP 
 Selection of PHEP topics: priority for 2019 

− Continue discussions with Industry IP5 re future PHEP work plan 

− USPTO outreach to IP5 Industry December 2018 

− Better understand the June 2018 proposal 

− specific issues to be tackled 

− direction to follow 

− envisaged tangible outcomes/benefits 

− Carry out feasibility assessment
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 Continue discussion 
− ad hoc PHEP April 2019 (tbc)
− IP5 Heads and Industry meeting June 2019 

 Consider other possible candidate topics
− AI legal issues
− other topics? 
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Next steps 
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Thank you for your attention!
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